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2026 PMSC Schedule

March 5th – 2026 Carrier Authorization & Plan Certification Timeline
May 7th - Plan Year 2027 Updates, Plan Certification Materials, Legislative 
Wrap-up, ECP Updates, 2026 IT/EDI Roadmap

July 2nd – 834 Testing schedule, Renewal schedule, Template check in, HBX 
Updates, UAT Schedule
September 3rd – Open Enrollment Updates, Open Enrollment Marketing Plan ( 
Buys & Engagement), Renewal Check In, Draft Certification Standards, Draft 
Annual Letter to Issuers Timeline
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Plan Management Updates
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Plan Certification Updates  Reminders

Plan Certification Updates & Reminders

Target for extracts to be sent to carriers is the week of July 6th.

Carrier webinars are due by August 24, 2026.

Carrier UAT scheduled for Monday, August 17 – Friday, August 21, 2026. 

Carrier URLs should be live by Friday, September 26, 2026.

Anonymous browsing scheduled to go live October 1, 2026.
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Additional Resources

Additional Resources
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Requests: Due Date: QHP/QDP/QVP

Updated payment guide language August 17, 2026 Medical, Dental and Vision Carriers

Educational & wellness program 
resources

August 17, 2026 Medical, Dental and Vision

Premium payment threshold policy August 17, 2026 Medical, Dental and Vision

Copy of mock insurance cards & 
envelope

August 17, 2026 Medical, Dental and Vision

Copy of mock invoice & envelope August 17, 2026 Medical, Dental and Vision

Mock Renewal letter August 17, 2026 Medical Only

Updated call center handoff process August 17, 2026 Medical, Dental, and Vision

Third party payer policy August 17, 2026 Medical Only

Auto Pay Carrier Policy August 17, 2026 Medical, Dental, and Vision

The following additional resources should be submitted to Plan Management by the dates specified 

below.



Open Enrollment Dates

Open Enrollment Dates
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Due to the recent City of Columbus vs Kennedy court ruling, MHBE will ask its Board to 

consider extending this year’s OE period. The proposed OE period is November 1, 2026 –

January 15, 2027. 

The vote will be held during MHBE’s Board meeting on Monday, July 20, 2026. 



OBBBA Updates 

OBBBA Updates 
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MHBE has developed a communication timeline to inform consumers impacted by the 
upcoming changes under the One Beautiful Big Bill Act (OBBBA). A combination of notices, 
email, and text communications will be sent to consumers beginning August 2026.

An estimated 20,000 consumers will lose APTC beginning January 1, 2027, due to their 
immigration status no longer being eligible for tax credits. Carriers will see these updates on 
renewal transactions for the 2027 plan year.

Once approved, communications will be shared with carriers.



HB 684 - Provider Termination Special Enrollment Period

HB 684 - Provider Termination Special Enrollment Period

MHBE is working through the requirements for implementation of the provider termination SEP.

The SEP will not have consumer facing access. Consumers will need to contact the call center 

or work with a consumer assistance worker to enroll using the provider termination SEP.

A new SEP reason code will be established and shared with carriers.
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HB 684 - Provider Termination Special Enrollment Period

Considerations:

Are there processes established by carriers on notifying enrollees?

What information is provided in notices from carriers to on exchange enrollees? 

Timeline for notices?

Anticipated volume?

How do carriers anticipate establishing the SEP effective date?



PMSC Presentation from MHBE IT
July 02, 2026
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2026 2027

Today

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Release 63.0

Jul 31

2027 Plan Load - Carrier 
Sign Off
Sep 14

R 63.1 

Aug 28 2027 
Plan Load 

- Prod
Sep 16

Release 64
Sep 25

Catchup Renewals 
Oct 
31

Jul 20 – Aug 14Carrier Testing

Aug 17 – Aug 212026 Plan Load - User Acceptance Testing

Aug 24 – Aug 282026 Plan Load Stage - Sign Off

Sep 26 – Oct 4
QHP Automated Renewals

Nov 1 - Dec 31Open Enrollment

2027 Plan Load and Renewals Timeline



Nicole

@MarylandConnect

Questions or Comments?

Questions or Comments?

Nicole.Edge@maryland.gov
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